
The evolution of lexical meaning: methods and models to observe how words change 

The talk will focus on how lexical meaning changes over time. An important part of the presentation 

will deal with the quantification and observation of polysemy and colexification and in which way 

these can be indicative of meaning change of lexemes (François 2008). Semantic change is a problem 

child in comparative linguistics and etymology: word meanings are typically connected to historical 

and cultural changes in the past, and therefore difficult to reconstruct. There are different attempts to 

quantify this process, among others through colexification databases such as CLICS (Rzymski et al. 

2020). A core point in the precentation will be the problems connected to a use of quantitative data for 

reconstructing meaning by means of colexification and a phylogenetic comparative model (Carling et 

al. 2023). Further, a possibility to connect derived colexification data with databases will be opened 

and discussed.  
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